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The present study attempts a detailed analysis of two works of the Arab American writer Diana Abu-Jaber: Crescent and Arabian Jazz, shedding light on the various cases of exile among the Arab Diaspora, and how Abu-Jaber perceives and solutes their dilemma.
The first chapter, entitled "INTRODUCTION: A Historical and Cultural Panorama of the Arab American Community", traces the history of Arab American ethnicity that starts with the story of the early immigrant experience of the hardships and sufferings in the old homeland and the new world. Shedding light on this history helps in understanding Arab American community and its orientation and contextualization in relation to aspects of race and ethnicity.
The second chapter entitled "Arab American Scheherazades: Narratives of Ethnicity, Culture, and Belonging", discusses how the identities of Arab American females develop on the ground of their ethnic past and culture in the American present. How the American social and racial context constructs and limits the choices these females make in the process of their identity construction and reconstruction, and augments the ethnic struggle in the quest for categorization and identification, since there is a contradiction between self-categorization and how the mainstream society categorizes you.
The third chapter entitled "Arab Exiles and Immigrants:  Culinary Practices, Memories, and Stories of Imaginary Homes in Diaspora", discusses how Diana Abu-Jaber imagined, refashioned, and sustained sense of home and belonging in her own image for Arab immigrants and exiles, as members of the Arab Diaspora that belong to different Arab backgrounds and histories, by means of food, memories, and stories.  

The fourth chapter entitled "Narrative devices and techniques in Arabian Jazz and Crescent", discusses the narrative devices and artistic techniques Diana Abu-Jaber uses to convey her attitude towards the Arab American cultures from the perspective of an Arab American writer.


Results of the study
After the critical reading of the works of Diana Abu-Jaber, one can recognize the following results:
(1) the dilemma of the Arab American identity that distinguishes them from other ethnic groups in America lies in four paradoxes that complicate the identification of this ethnic community: diversity in origin; undetermined racial profiling—white or non-white; Arab Americans are racialized on basis of religion rather than biology; the intersection between religious forms of identity that Arab immigrants bring to the US and racial forms of identity that structure US society.
(2) after examining the identity construction and reconstruction of the second-generation Arab American female characters in both novels of the study, the researcher proved that the Arab identity of these females is deculturalized and came to be premised only on assuming some superficial aspects of the Arab culture which wouldn't burden them any social or political costs in the American mainstream society that is moving gradually closer to a homogeneous culture to bring back the notorious idea of the "melting pot."
(3) The image of old home is found in the imagination of the characters and materializes through some cultural practices: cooking food, telling stories, playing music, etc… thus old home materializes for Arab exiles symbolically through these social and cultural practices with jettisoning real aspects of the Arab culture that would bring them the hatred of the American society. Imagined homes in this way are deculturalized and emptied from the essential aspects of Arab culture to adapt to the hostland.
(4) Abu-Jaber excelled in employing technical aspects of her novels to serve delivering her themes and perspective of the dilemma of the Arab diaspora. The researcher believes that Abu-Jaber has internalized into the American orientalist discourse that includes a set of stereotypes relegating Arabs to an uncivilized race.
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